Differences Between Materialist and Christian Civilization
civilization must be founded on the gospel of love
of peace and goodwill among men, if it is to be an
advance on the old order. And, to lay this foundation,
men must believe that these ideals possess the sanction
of reality, that the higher values are an integral part
of the design of the universe.
The materialistic attack on religion is an invitation
to the human race to commit intellectual suicide.
We are in the presence to-day of a campaign against
reason more formidable than any previous irrational-
ist movement. It is a formidable danger, for the
revolt from reason can claim a considerable amount
of scientific authority. And, on the other hand,
religion, which is the antidote to irrationalism, has
lost the allegiance of a large portion of the com"
munity, since men identify it with institutional
Christianity. They have not seriously considered the
credentials of Christianity. They do not conceive
that Christianity is greater than the forms in which
it is expressed, that it might take other forms, that
the Spirit of God might choose strange channels for
His revelation, that, for example, Christianity might
be reborn in so unlikely a Bethlehem as Russian
Communism.
The new order is doomed if it is handed over to
men whose minds are clouded by the bleak despair
of materialist nihilism. That is why those who believe
in the possibility of a better order, instead of regard-
ing the issue between religion and materialism as
academic, are convinced that the new order must be
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